Between June 23 and 27, 1985, some 40 investigators from various universities and laboratories around the world met in New Haven to participate in a Symposium on Current Problems in Thermal Physiology. The Symposium was hosted by the John B. Pierce Foundation Laboratory and Yale University School of Medicine, and its aim was to present a forum for these scientists working in the broad area of thermal and circulatory physiology, to meet and discuss, in some depth, six pre-chosen topics which currently engender controversy and debate in the scientific literature. Each of the six topics was dealt with in a separate scientific session, and the topic was addressed by two proponents and two opponents, each of whom attempted to present the most solid case possible, for or against the issue being debated. Each debate was moderated by a chairman, and two discussants led an open forum to discuss the ideas and points of view put forward by the presenters. The results of these six sessions are contained in these two issues of The Yale Journal of Biology and Medicine, including the presentations delivered by the 24 proponents and opponents and summaries of the discussions that transpired during the six scientific sessions.
